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Ransdell to push
WKU‛s need for
tuition increase
with CPE soon
TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

President Gary Ransdell is making
plans to reach out to the Council on Postsecondary Education before they make
their recommendation on the maximum
amount tuition can be increased.
As Ransdell said in public forums last
week, WKU is working under a proposed
budget that involves a 5 percent tuition
increase and no salary increase for faculty.
He plans to put together some form of
communication for the CPE board this
week.
“I probably do need to go in and communicate with the CPE board about
our dynamic this year and how we’re
approaching things, which is different
than how some other campuses are approaching their budgetary difficulties,”
he said.
Ransdell said his fear is that the CPE
tends to treat all campuses alike, when
they all have differences.
“In our case, we’re trying to sustain
quality and keep our workforce in place
and keep our faculty-student ratio low,
and do the things that our students expect us to be doing and not weakening
our position,” Ransdell said.
If the CPE does not approve a 5 percent
increase, there are a couple of different directions the university could go to
work on the budget.
“None of them are good,” he said.
“We’ve thought about options and possibilities, but I don’t want to speculate of
what that could be at this point.”
The university hopes to avoid cutting
SEE BUDGET PAGE 2

Following WKU's 64-57 loss to Kansas, senior guard Jamal Crook talks with members of the media Friday at the Sprint
Center in Kansas City, Mo. ”I know how hard these guys can work,” Crook said of his teammates. “When they're down, in
the back of their heads, I know they have that fight in them. I can't wait to watch them in the future.” SAM OLDENBURG/
HERALD

SEEING DOUBLE

For second straight year, WKU’s season ends against No. 1 seed
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

For 20 minutes Friday, it looked
like the Toppers might pull off one
of the biggest upsets in college basketball history.
No. 16 seed WKU (20-16) gave No.
1 Kansas seed a run for its money
at the Sprint Center in Kansas City
but couldn’t pull off the NCAA

Tournament win in the end — the
Toppers fell 64-57 to the Jayhawks
after leading 31-30 at halftime.
It was the second consecutive
season WKU has fallen to a No.
1 seed in the NCAA Tournament
— last year, the Toppers lost to
eventual national champion Kentucky.
The comparisons between last
season and WKU’s 2012-13 cam-

paign don’t end there.
Both teams struggled through
the season. Both teams got hot late
and won four games in the Sun Belt
Conference Tournament.
But this time around the Toppers
looked like they might earn a crucial difference — a win over a topseeded opponent.
A cold stretch in the second half
SEE DOUBLE PAGE 7

Shamrock Shootout raises money
for family and children's charities
MITCHELL GROGG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

People who love both basketball and helping others
got a chance to spend their
weekend at Kappa Delta sorority’s 11th annual Shamrock Shootout at WKU.
The Shamrock Shootout,
a five-on-five basketball
tournament, raises money
through team-entry fees
and other donations for

children’s charities with the
winner of the tournament
receiving a cash prize.
The tournament had
double elimination play on
Friday, its first day, with a
bracketed tournament on
Saturday.
Louisville
sophomore
Natalie Koppel, who helped
organize the event, said 80
percent of the proceeds go
to Bowling Green’s Family Enrichment Center and

the other 20 percent goes to
KD’s national philanthropy,
Prevent Child Abuse America.
“It’s something completely different than anyone else
on this campus does,” Koppel said.
Organizers
this
year
hoped to raise $24,000, Koppel said. Over the years, the
event has brought in more
than $80,000.

WKUHERALD.com
BASKETBALL GALERY
CHECK OUT THE HERALD‛S
WEBSITE FOR A GALLERY
FROM THE FIRST ROUND OF
THE NCAA TOURNAMENT

TUE 43°/28°

WED 46°/27°

SEE SHOOTOUT PAGE 2

Members of the Kappa Delta sorority celebrate with Omega Players,
the winners of the 2013 Shamrock Shootout basketball tournament.
BRANDON CARTER/HERALD
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SHOOTOUT

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Koppel said the community has responded well to the annual event.
“It’s really worked for us,” she said.
“I mean, obviously Kentucky’s a huge
basketball state, and it’s just really been
a hit.”
The event didn’t just have players
from around the region. Some of the
spectators were also from outside the
Bowling Green area, including University of the Cumberlands student Drew
Morgan.
“I go to a smaller school,” he said.
“And it’s kind of cool to see a big school
come together with such a big event.”
With 11 years of history behind it, the
shootout had a few players competing who had been in the tournament
from the first year, or close to it, such as
Randy Kessler, who was on a team from
Evansville, Ind.
“It’s the only place where we can go
now and play for two days straight,”
Kessler said.
Though his team, E’ville’s Finest,
dropped in the quarterfinal round of
this year’s event, Kessler’s team has had
success in other years.
Kessler has been competing since
the event’s second year, he said. In that
time, he has been to the final four three
times and once placed second in the
tournament, he said.
Eric Davie, of Cincinnati, is the cap-

BUDGET

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

programs and degrees, which
would be a drastic situation,
but further budget cuts might
change that picture.
“We’ve cut an awful lot out of
our operating budgets in the
last few years, and I just am
not of a mind to continue to
reduce already lean operating
budgets anymore,” he said.
Ransdell said he thinks most
people on campus would prefer not to cut jobs or programs.
He said most of those with
whom he has communicated
do not wish to do a self-imposed budget cut in order to
free up funds for a salary in-

A team member of Ball So Hard attempts to recover a rebound shot during his team‛s game against If He Dies He Dies at the 2013 Kappa Delta
Shamrock Shootout on Sunday at the Preston Center. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD

tain of this year’s winning team. He has
been playing in the Shamrock Shootout since the first year, he said.
“It’s been great,” he said after winning

crease, and the plan for now is
not to do that.
“And therefore, unfortunately, forgo a salary increase for
next year in hopes that we can
have a clean, balanced budget
going into 2014 and then do
the best we can from a salary perspective at that time,”
Ransdell said.
Ann Mead, vice president of
finance and administration,
said they think the 5 percent
increase is a reasonable recommendation, given that
there’s no increase in state
funding. But she said the CPE
is concerned with affordability.
“They are trying to find an
appropriate balance between
tuition rate increases that impact students and universi-

his fourth Shamrock Shootout. “They
put on a great thing and to look at
where they were to where they are now,
it’s been a great step.”

ties’ ability to cover their fixed
cost increases,” she said.
Mead also said she’s not convinced all universities have
the same fixed cost increases.
She said the CPE’s decision
is hard to predict, as it’s not an
easy decision, but that regardless of the maximum parameter, WKU doesn’t plan to raise
tuition any higher than the
current plan.
“We would not recommend
anything more than five,” she
said.
The recommendation from
the CPE will come at the end
of April, but Mead said she
thinks the CPE staff might let
them know what they’re recommending about a week to
10 days before that.

Davie also said he liked to see the proceeds go to charity.
“It’s for charity so, everything goes out
towards the kids,” he said.

Crime Reports
Reports
• Junior Charles Hooper,
Barnes Campbell Hall, reported someone had torn
down paper towel dispensers
from the restrooms on the
9th floor of Barnes on March
23. He also reported someone had thrown the items,
along with a chair and a trash
can, from the roof of Barnes.
• Freshman Lacey Fears,
Pearce Ford Tower, reported
on March 21 the theft of her
medication from her dorm
room two days prior. The es-

timated value of the stolen
item is $26.
• Paducah sophomore Joseph Bray reported the theft
of his guitar and a small generator on March 21 from the
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity house. The estimated
value of the stolen items is
$1,800.
Arrests

• Police arrested Bowling
Green junior Michael Staley
on a warrant on March 21.
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SGA prepares for upcoming election debate
SARAH STUKENBORG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Student Government Association is preparing for its executive officer
candidates to debate on issues for the
upcoming election.
The debate will be on Wednesday at
6 p.m. in the Ransdell Hall Auditorium.
Keyana Boka, Cain Alvey and Austin
Wingate are currently running as the
presidential candidates for SGA in the
spring election.
Cain Alvey, current administrative
vice president of SGA, decided to run at
the beginning of the semester because
he feels that his ideas would represent
all WKU students.
“I want to be the person that serves
the students,” Alvey said.
He said the president is the official
representative of the student body. The
president has many responsibilities to

the student body and SGA, including
serving as the student regent on the
Board of Regents.
“It’s extremely important for the student body to have someone to represent them,” Alvey said.
Some of Alvey’s ideas for the 2013
school year include a student book
scholarship and a program that would
enable students to design their own
course.
“It would allow students to have more
academic freedom,” Alvey said.
Keyana Boka, current executive vice
president of SGA, has been involved
with SGA since her freshman year, and
she is excited to run for president.
“It’s always been something that I’ve
wanted to do,” Boka said.
If Boka is elected, she plans on creating a senator spot designated for international students, creating a Preston
Center guest pass program for students
and pushing for more fair trade and lo-

cal food options for campus.
“I’m very excited,” Boka said. “Campaigning is always a good time to go
out and meet people and hear what
students’ needs and opinions are.”
Boka is also working with the Parking and Transportation Committee to
solve some of the current issues revolving around parking. She has an idea to
expand SGA’s Safe Rides program by
adding another shuttle.
Fort Knox senior Austin Wingate,
who has served in SGA before and ran
for president last year, is running again
in the hopes of promoting diversity on
WKU’s campus.
“Diversity creates unity,” Wingate
said. “The more different people we
have in leadership positions, the more
understanding we can have of different
ideas.”
Wingate feels that WKU needs more
programs to help bridge gaps between
students.

“A lot of students only associate with
people that look or act like them,”
Wingate said. “We need to find a common ground.”
Wingate plans to institute more policies that will enable students to graduate from WKU despite financial or GPA
problems.
“I don’t want WKU to be known as a
school that can bring students in, but
not keep them,” Wingate said.
Wingate said if elected, he will commit himself to helping students rise
above their problems and have more
opportunities to be heard.
Mark Reeves and Bradley Cockrel are
running for executive vice president,
and Nicki Seay is running for administrative vice president. There are a total
of 31 students running for SGA senate
positions.
Students can vote for SGA representatives on Topnet on April 2 and April 3.

IJM stands for 27 hours against sex trafficking
QUICHE MATCHEN

have rescued victims.
“We have petitions to send to President Obama,”
Carmony said.
The petitions and letters will include having a budThe International Justice Mission chapter at WKU
get
in the president’s funds to eradicate slavery, make
began spreading awareness of sex trafficking in Januslavery
eradication a diplomatic priority in every
ary and are now planning a 27-hour stand to reprecounty that it exists and more.
sent the 27 million that are enslaved.
Louisville junior Madalyn Wilbanks, vice president
The stand will be in Centennial Mall from Wednesof
IJM, said there’s a spot for students to sign and the
day at 7 a.m. to Thursday at 10 p.m.
organization
is going to send it to IJM headquarters,
At 9 p.m. Wednesday there will be a worship service
who
will
then
send it to the president.
where people can sing and play guitar. Overnight, the
“We’re hoping to get a lot sent
group will write different
and make a change that way,”
facts with chalk about slavit’s important that
she said.
ery and a prayer circle “to
Carmony said the group has
people are treated
show God’s light into it.”
faces of victims that have stoIndependence
sophofairly and justice is
ries on them; a slavery has a
more Elyssa Carmony, presserved. help people
face campaign.
ident of IJM, said the event
“It puts a face on who you’re
that can’t fight for
is sacrificial.
standing
for; it makes it real
“We’re giving up somethemselves.
and not just a number,” Carthing, but in the smallest
mony said.
way, to understand how
— Morgan Green
Wilbanks said the organiawful it must be to be a vicLouisville
sophomore
zation
is excited for what the
tim of human trafficking,”
night holds and spreading
she said. “There are things
worse in people’s lives than having to stand for 27 awareness.
“It’s going to be great, and I look forward to getting
hours.”
to
talk to people on campus about what slavery is and
Carmony said this is part of an international event
stir
that passion in other people as well,” she said.
by IJM for modern-day human slavery.
Wilbanks said she encourages all to come out to the
“College campuses all over the world have done this
event and to join this movement.
event,” she said.
Louisville sophomore Morgan Green was encourCarmony said the group wants people to feel unaged
and will be attending the event and joining the
comfortable about sex trafficking, because it’s unmovement.
comfortable to know that people are being enslaved.
“I was really surprised when I learned about it in the
The group will have a table set up called “loose
change to loosen chains.” Proceeds will be sent to IJM U.S.,” she said. “This is a great way to let people know
headquarters, and to lawyers and social workers that and spread awareness.”
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

“

“

Green said she heard about the sex trafficking movement at The Passion Conference, a Christian student
conference in Georgia.
“I tried to help out, and I thought this was a great
way to do it,” she said. “It’s important that people are
treated fairly and justice is served. Help people that
can’t fight for themselves.”

International Justice
Mission’s stand against
sex trafficking
Wednesday at 7 a.m. Thursday at 10 p.m.
Worship service on
Wednesday at 9 p.m.
Centennial Mall

A TASTE OF EUROPE
EST. 1999
GREEK FOOD

WKUHERALD.com

LUNCH

DINNER

• A few blocks from campus
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• Granite countertops
• Solid surface ﬂoors
• Tile in bathrooms

@WKUHERALD

Call/Text 270.792.1548
Available July 2013
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1006 STATE ST
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Opinion
STAFF EDITORIAL

electoral college
Students should vote for those who represent them

THE ISSUE: The Student Government
Association election is upon us again
this year, and the majority of the student body does not participate in electing the students who represent them.

OUR STANCE: Voting for student representatives at the college level is important for students just like voting for political representatives is important for
people in the United States. It’s a good
habit to get in.

W

e have elections all the time in
this country. We’ve got races for
state and national congress, governor,
president, mayor, city commissioner
and a host of others, depending on
where you live.
At WKU, we have a race for our own
government.
On April 2 and 3, you can cast your
vote for SGA president, executive vice
president, administrative vice president and all senatorial positions. Unlike other elections, you don’t have
to go anywhere. You don’t have to use
gas to drive to a polling station. All you
have to do is log on to TopNet and click
some names.
Despite this lack of inconvenience,
SGA elections notoriously draw a small

number of participants.
Perhaps one reason students do not
vote in SGA elections is because they
discount what the governmental body
does for WKU. Purple line, anyone? As
the SGA website says, the Safe Ride
service is in place to “prevent driving under the influence,” something
a large part of this campus could and
should take advantage of.
SGA functions as the student’s voice
to the university administration. This
semester alone, SGA voted for returning a food court to South Campus,
and the senate voted against the value
added grading system.
SGA also voted to oppose Provost
Gordon Emslie’s bi-term proposal.
According to the bill posted on SGA’s
website, the student representatives
chose to oppose the bi-term idea because it would “make pursuing an
education at WKU more difficult for
students.”
In matters that affect students, SGA
is there, trying to act in the students’
best interests as a representative body
should. Something that is this important for WKU students should get the
attention from the students it needs in
order to operate.
To learn more about the candidates

PEOPLE
POLL
“Do you think the
Student Government
Association makes a
difference on campus?”

“Yes, just from
the stuff I read in
the newspaper.
Whenever I pick it
up, SGA is doing
this or that.”
—Alex England,
Glasgow senior
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and how they want to represent you,
you can see them debate this Wednesday at 6 p.m. in Ransdell Hall Auditorium. From there, you can decide for
yourself who you want to elect on April

“Yes, because they
identify the needs
of the students.
They are student
leaders and are
more accessible to
students.”
—Joseph Chebet
Kachorwa, Uganda,
senior

CONTACT US
Advertising: 270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.
com
Newsroom: 270.745.6011
news@wkuherald.com
Address: 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY 421011084

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
editor@wkuherald.com

2 and 3. It matters to you and your fellow students to click some names.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald’s 11-member
editoral board.

“Yes, they make
a really big
difference. I’m
not sure of their
internal role, but
they play a major
role in everything.”
—Joseph McCarty,
Owensboro
sophomore

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com

The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed
250 words. Commentaries
should be about 500 words
and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

“It depends, because I
don’t really hear about
SGA unless it’s time to
vote for SGA president.
Some of the decisions
are made and only a few
students hear about the
outcome of the situation
and decision.”
—Kiara Edwards,
Lexington graduate
student

3. For verification, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
classification or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 7 p.m. on Sunday
and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.

MARCH 26, 2013 • COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • WKUHERALD.COM

T a k eF oAr G oBo drn ees saSka k e !
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classified Design Manager: Julia Hartz

Farm Help Needed
Minor farm work, horse handling, maybe
riding. Smiths Grove, KY.
Call (270) 563-4247.

Aqualand Pools
Now hiring for full time and part time retail
clerk and outside service positions. Chemistry/
Biology experience helpful but not required.
Fun atmosphere plus bonus package. Great
summer job. Apply in person from 10-6 at
Aqualand 1260 Campbell Lane, Bowling Green.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classiﬁed ads.

Friday's Crossword Solution

Congrats to the
TOPS on all their
hard work this
season!

iPhone App

College Heights Herald
College Heights Herald Sports
@wkuherald
@wkuheraldsports
@wkuheraldnews
College Heights Herald

Across
1 __ Hotchner; role
on "Criminal Minds"
6 __ Grant; role on
"The Mary Tyler
Moore Show"
9 Actor __ Keach
10 Gale __ of "My
Little Margie"
12 Speediness
13 Penélope
Cruz/Matthew
McConaughey film
set in Africa
14 Haile Selassie's
nation: abbr.
15 "One Day at a __"
16 Epic by Homer
19 "If __ a Hammer"
23 "__ and Dumber";
Jim Carrey movie
24 Lasso
25 Smaller cousin of
the camel
28 Dart thrower's focus
30 CDEF followers
31 Actor Robert De __
32 Dog who visited Oz
33 "Last __ Standing";
Jay Mohr reality talent
series
34 "Empty __"
36 Optima or Sorento
39 Popular song
from "The Sound of
Music"
42 Ryan or Tatum
44 "Say Yes to the __"
45 Bart Simpson's mom
46 "__ and the City"
47 Lhasa __; little
long-haired dogs

Down
11 "Betty White's Off __"
1 Arthur of tennis
13 Actor __ Caesar
2 Rat-__-tat; knocking
15 Actor __ Hunter
sound
17 Jean-__ Picard;
3 "Parks and
"Star Trek" role
Recreation" actress
18 "__ Celebrity...Get Me
4 Fall month: abbr.
Out of Here!"
5 "Bill __ the Science Guy"
20 Member of the swine
6 Hawaii's Mauna __
family
7 Hockey great Bobby __
21 King Kong, for one
8 Actress Thurman
22 Title for John Munch
10 Bartender
and Olivia Benson: abbr.
on "Cheers"
heers"
25 Insurance co. rep.
26 Monogram for JFK's
assassin

@DrewsRoyse
So much to look forward to
with WKU sports! One thing
is for sure - there is always a
reason to stand up an cheer!
#ProudTopper #WKU-sent
3/24

GO
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45 days until
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@leanna_norwood So
proud of #toppernation we played a great game last
night. Can̓t wait for next
season! #wku #tops -sent 3/23
@TopperFanLuke
I think the realization/
depression of “I won't see
Crook in a WKU jersey
again” just set in! Gonna miss
him for sure! #WKU #HilltopperNation-sent 3/23
@AubreyDavis15 So proud
of my TOPS tonight!!! What
a game! Way to make ̓em
fight for it #WKU -sent 3/22
@MrSirDrKorfhage
VERY proud of #WKU̓s
#LadyToppers!! Strong season and we are only getting better!! #OnTheRise
#GoTops!!!-sent 3/24

27 "The __ and the
Pendulum"; film based
on a Poe story
28 Conway or Russert
29 Mr. Onassis,
to friends
31 "What __ to Wear"
33 "__: Miami"
35 Namesakes of
Dorothy's aunt
37 Villain in "Othello"
38 Pub orders
39 Dentist's letters
40 Unrefined mineral
41 Reed or Harrison
42 Tumor suffix
43 Afternoon rest
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Ransdell disapproves of current
faculty resolution about tuition
CAMERON KOCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

President Gary Ransdell spoke frankly
about a faculty resolution asking for
more financial support for postsecondary education — and he doesn’t approve.
“I really don’t want us to be the one
university that’s bitching on paper,”
Ransdell said, drawing laughter from
the filled Faculty House during the University Senate meeting on March 21.
The resolution was voluntarily withdrawn by its author at the meeting after
Ransdell’s remarks. There was no vote
on the resolution.
The resolution, created by the senate
and titled “Resolution of the Faculty
Senate in Defense of Public Access to
Affordable Higher Education,” calls
upon the Kentucky General Assembly
and Gov. Steve Beshear to “exhibit political courage and make funding decisions that more effectively safeguard
the welfare of our students and enhance rather than inhibit their ability
to attend our university and complete
their degrees in a timely matter.”
Patricia Minter, faculty regent, said
the resolution has existed since February.
“(The resolution) seeks to take the
legislator to task for not funding higher
education adequately,” Minter said.
“Which hopefully seems like a mes-

sage everybody in the state could get
behind.”
One faculty member during the senate meeting said the resolution is an
opportunity for the university to have
its voice heard, and any legislators in
Frankfort who take offense at the resolution can direct their criticism at WKU
faculty rather than WKU as a whole.
Ransdell said it doesn’t work that way.
“When I show up in Frankfort, I’m
the target,” Ransdell said. “I want us
to be careful from a political standpoint. WKU is WKU. Legislators won’t
separate the faculty from me or anyone
else.”
Ransdell said annoying the legislature
to provide more postsecondary education funding could hurt WKU rather
than help, especially at a time when
there is no money to spare as a new
state budget won’t come until next year.
State budgets are approved and put in
place every two years. If an increase in
state funding is coming to postsecondary education, it won’t be until 2014.
Ransdell said he would be more likely
to support the faculty resolution if it
were sent next spring when the legislature and Beshear are putting together
the state budget for the next two years.
“I’d support a thoughtful resolution,
well timed, and with the support of the
higher education community,” Ransdell said. “I’d prefer not to put a target
on WKU.”

COMING SOON!
A new app for
your smartphone

WKUHERALD.com
Organization offers opportunities
for publication of student work
QUICHE MATCHEN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU students now have the opportunity to have their works published in
a peer-reviewed journal, while joining a
service-based honors organization —
The Medallion Honor Society.
Rachel Leer, faculty advisor of TMHS,
said in an email that the organization,
like anything new, took a few years to
grow and for its name to get out there.
Leer said the organization plans to
commit to a role of service and is running a used shoe drive; all shoes will
be donated to Edge Outreach for their
Shoes for Water program.
“This program will refurbish and sell
the shoes,” she said. “The profits made
from those sales are used to build selfsustaining water-filtration units that
are set up in varying countries and
tribes in Africa.”
Leer said students can get what they
want out of the organization.
“Because our dues are relatively inexpensive, we have plenty of members
join just to receive graduation cords,
which you go ahead and receive the semester you join, and have another item
to include on their résumé,” she said.
Leer said she worked closely with
James Chappell, the founder and National Coordinator of The Medallion
Honor Society, to get the organization
up and running officially.
Chappell said in an email that he become involved with the organization
before it actually began.
“It began as a research project where
I first asked a number of students what
they wanted from a honor society,” he
said. “Then I contacted the national
headquarters of a number of student
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organizations to find out what was
working well for them and what they
would do differently if they could start
over.”
Chappell said most honor societies
have fairly rigid structures, which can
create problems for student members.
“TMHS is built on a different platform,” he said. “TMHS chooses to recognize its members for what they can
do instead of penalizing them for what
they cannot do.”
He said the organization doesn’t make
activities mandatory, but members are
encouraged to participate.
“WKU Chapter’s meetings are made
available live via Adobe Connect, which
allows full participation by members
who are not on the main campus,”
Chappell said.
The Medallion Journal is intended as
a vehicle for TMHS members to have
their scholarly works published, Chappell said.
The student should have a faculty
sponsor review their scholarly work,
and the work is submitted to a local
TMHS Chapter to vote to accept the
scholarly work for consideration to be
published. Then a committee made up
of faculty members reviews all submissions and selects those to be included.
Hendersonville, Tenn. senior Jason
Stewart, president of TMHS at WKU,
said the journal is helpful for undergraduates for their master’s program, as
it’s an easy and cheap way to have your
thesis published.
Stewart said his biggest focus for the
group is service activity, and that anyone can join the organization.
“We’re not super exclusive; we’re a
service organization,” he said. “The
more people, the better.”
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BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
it hit the toughest point of its schedule.
DOUBLE
Senior guard Jamal Crook broke a
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

doomed WKU, though. The Toppers
shot just seven-of-38 in the second
half, at one point missing on 10 consecutive attempts.
Coach Ray Harper said those missed
shots were the difference.
“Sure, we didn’t have some shots go
in that we normally make,” he said.
“But that’s the game of basketball, guys
— it’s a game of inches.”
The Toppers also struggled to contain
Kansas center Jeff Withey.
Withey finished with 17 points on
seven-of-nine shooting, six rebounds
and seven blocked shots.
Sophomore forward George Fant was
stuck with the job of trying to stop the
7-foot center.
Fant, who finished with 10 points,
said it was disappointing to watch the
season slip away in the second half.
“We talked about stepping on the
throat and finishing it off,” he said.
“First four minutes in the second half
we came out a little slow. That’s all it
takes, you know.”
The tournament loss was the cap on
an interesting, up-and-down year.
The Toppers looked like an NCAA
Tournament team at the start of the
season, going 8-2 over the course of the
first month.
The team’s fortunes changed before

bone in his right foot after WKU’s win
over IUPUI Dec. 8, forcing him to miss
almost two months of play — the Toppers went 3-9 without their starting
point guard. Junior guard Caden Dickerson, sophomore guard Kevin Kaspar
and sophomore guard T.J. Price all suffered through injuries as well.
WKU went 2-3 after Crook returned
before setting fire to close the season,
winning three of its last four regular
season games and finish by winning
four straight at the conference tournament to earn an NCAA Tournament
berth.
Friday was the final game of Crook’s
four-year Topper career. He said he
sees more success in WKU’s future.
“It’s unfortunate that I had to go out
the way I did, but I wouldn’t hang my
head for anything,” he said after the
game. “I love my teammates, I love my
coaching staff. I wish them the best.”
A seven-point loss looks good in comparison to estimations of how the Toppers would do — the Jayhawks were
listed as an over 20-point favorite in the
week leading up to the game.
Harper said he was proud of the effort his team put on the court in Kansas
City.
“Our kids did everything they needed
to do to put themselves in a position to
try to win the basketball game,” he said.
“As a coach, that’s all you can ask.”
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The coach said he wants Rostov to
spend his time this summer bulking up
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
in preparation for an even bigger role
this season.
point next season, and point guard
“I’m looking at 25 more pounds on
Chris Harrison-Docks, a transfer from him in the summer,” Harper said. “Boy,
Butler, will join the team in December. I get excited thinking about that.”
A year to practice should help the
Rostov, who came to WKU from LatWKU starting lineup, which was com- via, said he enjoyed his first season in a
posed of one senior, one junior, two Topper uniform.
sophomores and a fresh“It was a tough jourman at the end of the seaney, but I just believed in
It was a
son.
the whole team and the
Guard T.J. Price and forcoaching staff,” he said.
tough
ward George Fant, both
“It’s unfortunate that it
jounrey.
sophomores this year, will
ends at this stage, we
have a chance to improve
will keep working and
over the offseason while — Aleksejs Rostov
see what we can get next
Freshman center
junior guard Caden Dickyear.”
erson will be able to take
Two years of tournatime to heal his right shoulder, which ment experience should help the Tophe separated in November and ailed pers in the future.
him all season.
Harper said he hopes the time in the
Harper seemed most excited about tournament helps his team in coming
freshman center Aleksejs Rostov, whose seasons.
playing time considerably picked up
“Some of these guys — Aleks (Rosafter center Teeng Akol was dismissed tov), our freshman, he got a taste of
from the team in late February. The it,” Harper said. “Now my sophomores
freshman had 11 points in 27 minutes have gotten a taste of it twice. Next year
of play against the Jayhawks Friday.
should be a lot of fun.”
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four-games-in-four-days runs through
the Sun Belt Conference and a First
Four win last year over Mississippi Valley State. The two losses both came
to NCAA Tournament No. 1 seeds —
eventual champ Kentucky last March
and Kansas Friday.
WKU features the last two Sun Belt
Tournament Most Outstanding Player
award winners on its roster — guard
T.J. Price and Fant. Both are sophomores who have two years left to do
even more.
Freshman center Aleksejs Rostov improved more from the first game to the
end of the season than any player in recent WKU history. He brings the shooting skills of the prototypical “European
big man” and combines them with
strength and toughness that allow him
to bang in the post and get rebounds
on the Division I level.
Guard Brandon Harris, the guy who
carried WKU during much of the year,
will have another year. So will a (hopefully) healthy Caden Dickerson. Nigel
Snipes, who missed the year with an
ACL tear, and transfers Chris HarrisonDocks and Trency Jackson will add athleticism to the roster.
And of course there’s Harper, a former national championship coach on
the Division II and NAIA levels that outcoached Kansas' Bill Self Friday at the
Sprint Center.
The only guy who won’t be back is
point guard Jamal Crook, who played

WNIT
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offensive
rebounding
team themselves,” she
told reporters Friday
according to Auburn’s
postgame notes. “You
think you have an advantage because of
height, but you just never know really until the
outcome of the game.”
Heard said the loss was
a sign that the Lady Toppers have a lot of room to
improve in the offseason.

“

“

his final game against the Jayhawks.
But he’s as excited for the program’s future as anyone else, he said.
“The day Coach Harp took over, I
knew that this program was going to be
taken up another notch,” Crook said. “I
can’t wait to watch them in the future.”
Whereas the men lose Crook, the
women don’t lose anyone.
Chastity Gooch and Alexis Govan,
both of whom were First Team-All Sun
Belt player this season, have two years
left. Key guards Bianca McGee and
Chaney Means both have another season. Freshmen like Micah Jones, LeAsia
Wright and Jalynn McClain will only get
better.
Meanwhile, Heard addressed WKU’s
big problems, its lack of depth and size,
with a four-player signing class that
comes to town this fall. Three of the
players are 6-foot-1 or taller.
“I’m just super-excited for this team
and proud of them,” Heard said. “It’s
been a long season but it’s been a great
season. I hate that it had to end but
we’re going to continue to keep fighting
so we can get better for the future.”
Expect Harper’s teams to make plenty
of future trips to the NCAA Tournament
and expect them to start doing it as a 10
or 11-seed rather than a No. 16.
Expect Clark-Heard’s teams to also
make the postseason on a regular basis
and expect those trips not to be to the
WNIT, but rather to the NCAA Tournament.
WKU fans should enjoy the future
with two programs trending upward.
The best has yet to come for the Toppers and Lady Toppers.

“What we looked at as
a staff and what I evaluate is that we’ve just got
to get a couple more
pieces to the puzzle,” she
said. “When we do that,
we’re going to be able
to knock off a team like
Auburn.”
WIth the 2012-13 campaign in its rear-view
mirror, WKU can now
look ahead and focus on
next season.
There are no seniors
on the Lady Topper roster, meaning the entire
team — plus Heard’s first

recruiting class — could
return for next season.
Heard said she wants
to see every player on her
team work to improve
their game over the offseason.
“They’ll get back and
get some rest and go to
school and everything
and I think we have some
weeks where we can
work with them individually,” she said. “We need
to get a plan together for
each and every individual, and we’ve got to get
better as a group.”

FOOTBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
and 50 minutes. Now we’re taking care
of business in two hours, five minutes.
It’s boom-boom-boom, no breaks,
we’re getting down to business.”
Washington, along with the rest of
the defense, will have to fill the holes
left by five departing seniors, including four defensive linemen.
Defensive coordinator Nick Holt
said the personnel are available and
that it’s up to the right guys to fill the
vacant positions.
“We’re seeing a lot of kids at different
positions at the ends and the tackles
and noses,” Holt said. “We have some
bodies, we just got to figure it out and
we just have to keep practicing and
hopefully by the time spring ends
we’ll have a solid two-deep.”
While Holt looks to fill spaces on the
defensive line, he can rest easier on
the top level of the defense.
Seniors Andrew Jackson and Xavius Boyd will return as the leaders
at linebacker — Jackson led WKU in
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tackles last season with 122 — and
the secondary returns all four defensive backs in senior cornerback Tyree
Robinson, senior cornerback Arius
Wright, senior safety Kiante Young,
and junior safety Jonathan Dowling.
“Defensively, I’ve been happy with
our back end. The linebackers are
certainly experienced and tough, and
they’re a little bit of the bullies right
now,” Petrino said. “Our secondary is
doing a nice job, we got a lot of experience back there, guys that know what
it’s like, guys that have been able to
pick up the technique real well.”
Petrino said that, overall, the team
and the coaching staff is still learning
how to use his fast-paced system and
how to master their respective roles
within that system.
“That’s been kind of a big theme
for us, is the guys really understanding that the most important thing for
spring football is to get better at doing your job,” Petrino said. “Stepping
with the right foot, being in the right
stance, getting your hands where they
belong — the schemes will take care
of themselves.”
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WKU’s season ends in WNIT loss to Auburn
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The biggest turn-around in
Sun Belt Conference history
ended in Auburn, Ala., Sunday.
WKU (22-11) fell to Auburn
on the road in the second
round of the Women’s National Invitation Tournament. The
Lady Toppers’ season is over.
The team exceeded almost
all expectations under firstyear coach Michelle Clark-

Heard this season. Finishing
9-21 last year, the Lady Toppers won 13 more games this
season, good for the Sun Belt
record for biggest season-toseason improvement.
“It’s been a long season but
it’s been a great season,” she
told WKU Radio after the
game. “I hate that it had to end
but we’re going to continue
to keep fighting so we can get
better for the future.”
WKU found itself in the

WNIT after a second-round
loss to Arkansas-Little Rock in
the Sun Belt Conference Tournament about two weeks ago.
The Lady Toppers were invited
to the tournament as an atlarge bid and one of three Sun
Belt teams in the competition
along with UALR and Florida
International.
The Lady Toppers have
thrived this season by strong
play from its two hot-shooting
guards — sophomore Alexis

Govan and junior Bianca McGee — while relying on double-doubles from sophomore
forward Chastity Gooch.
WKU got what it needed
from those three players Sunday but couldn’t get much else
from its roster.
Govan (23 points), McGee
(16 points) and Gooch (19
points, 12 rebounds) all put
points on the board, but the
other six players who hit the
court for WKU combined for

eight points.
The Lady Toppers also struggled due to a lack of size. The
Lady Tigers fielded seven players over six-foot Friday, and
they out-rebounded WKU’s
guard-oriented roster 44-36.
Auburn coach Terri WilliamsFlourney said at the postgame
press conference that WKU
did a good job on the offensive
boards despite the physical
disadvantage.
“They were a very good
SEE WNIT PAGE 7

bracket busted
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Both basketball
programs headed
in right direction
BRAD STEPHENS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — None of this really seemed
possible 15 months ago.
WKU’s men’s basketball program was spinning its
wheels under coach Ken McDonald, going 5-11 and
getting beat by the likes of Furman and IUPUI. The
Toppers were destined for a third straight year with
no postseason.
The women’s basketball program was in the middle of what
turned out to be a 9-21 season,
its worst in decades. Coach
Mary Taylor Cowles’ Lady Toppers had slipped from being a
national power to being mediocre to being just unwatchable.
It’s hard to believe all of that
was really just more than a year
ago.
Friday, coach Ray Harper's
STEPHENS
men’s basketball team came
Columnist
within seven points of pulling
what would’ve been, seed-wise, the biggest upset in
NCAA Tournament history. The South No. 16 seed
Toppers led No. 1 seed Kansas at halftime, 31-30,
and hung with the Jayhawks throughout the second
half before finally falling 64-57 at the Sprint Center.
The Toppers (20-16) probably could’ve taken
down Kansas if WKU had shot better than 20.5 percent (8-of-39) in the second half.
While WKU fans were watching the action in Kansas City, an even more improbable team was on a
bus to Auburn, Ala., on a mission to keep its impressive season alive.
The Lady Toppers scored a thrilling 88-77 win over
East Carolina Thursday in Diddle Arena in the first
round of the WNIT. That earned WKU’s women a
trip to Auburn Sunday for a chance to advance to
the WNIT Sweet 16.
Coach Michelle Clark-Heard’s Lady Toppers (2211) fell 84-66, ending a season that far surpassed
anyone’s preseason expectations.
The men were promoted this season with the slogan “We’ve only just begun.” The women's theme
was “On the rise.”
Both those slogans are accurate, and that’s a good
thing for WKU and its fans.
The Topper men are now 9-2 in the postseason
under Harper. The nine wins cover two straight
SEE REVIEW PAGE 7

Sophomore forward Stephon Drane, junior forward Kene Anyigbo and freshman center Aleksejs Rostov (left to right) sit in the
locker room while the media question teammates after WKU’s 64-57 loss to Kansas Friday in the second round of the NCAA
tournament at the Sprint Center in Kansas City, Mo. SAM OLDENBURG/HERALD

Toppers look to reload next season after
second straight NCAA Tournament loss
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Coach Ray Harper was already thinking of next season at the press conference after WKU’s loss to Kansas in the
NCAA Tournament Friday.
The Toppers are losing two seniors —
guard Jamal Crook and guard Marcus
Vasquez — but should return much of
the roster that has propelled them to
two consecutive NCAA Tournament
appearances.
Still, some big shoes will need to be
filled. A four-year player for the Toppers, Crook was one of the most important pieces of the puzzle for this season
— WKU went 17-7 with Crook in the
lineup this year and 3-9 without him.
Harper got a little emotional at the
postgame press conference when he
talked about Crook.
“I told Jamal this might be the end of

his college career, but his journey has
just begun,” he said. “He knows we’ll be
there every step of the way as he goes
along this journey.
“I can remember when he came in
as a freshman, he weighed about 150
pounds, and how much he’s grown up.
He led us to two straight NCAA tournaments and helped get this basketball
program back on track.”
Crook said while he’s finished helping
WKU as a player, he’s ready to start supporting it as a fan.
“I’m interested in seeing them in the
future, because I know how hard these
guys can work,” Crook said. “I’ve been
through it with them. When they’re
down, in the back of their heads, I know
they have that fight in them. I can’t wait
to watch them in the future.”
WKU will bring back current sophomore guard Kevin Kaspar to run the
SEE RELOAD PAGE 7

WKU football back to business as spring practice begins
ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Toppers are back on the football
field, wrapping up their first week of
spring practice Sunday morning.
WKU began practicing on the field in
full pads Friday afternoon after spending the winter training in the weight
room and getting acquainted with a
whole new coaching staff. The team
will practice three days a week, building up to the spring game scheduled
for April 20.
New coach Bobby Petrino said he’s
impressed with how quickly his team
and coaching staff has adapted to his
system.
“After three days, I’m fairly happy
with what I’ve seen,” Petrino said.
“There are a lot of things to clean up,
and our players have been eager. Our
coaches are doing a nice job of teach-

ing, and that’s what it’s really all about
— teaching our schemes, teaching our
techniques, our fundamentals and
working hard to get better every day.”
Petrino, who hasn’t coached since
his final season at Arkansas in 2011,
said it’s great to finally get back to the
field and implement the work he and
his coaches have put together.
“I’ve really enjoyed it,” Petrino said.
“It’s been a lot of fun not only out on
the field in practice and seeing the
players, but in the meeting room and
watching video and working with the
coaches.”
Petrino brings a new level of energy
to the field in his practices, something
that comes as a new challenge for
players to adapt to.
“It’s a big difference,” senior defensive
end Calvin Washington said. “Practice
last year was probably about two hours
SEE FOOTBALL PAGE 7

Sophomore running back Darmontre Warr completes a running drill during the
football team’s first spring practice on Friday. BRANDON CARTER/HERALD
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Stephanie Stillwell attempts to kiss her daughter, Alyssa Conner, 9, during a visit to an orthopedic doctor for her daughter’s broken arm on Friday. Over the past week, Stephanie’s grandmother
on both sides of the family, her grandfather on her father’s side and her daughter all paid visits to the hospital for various conditions. SETH FISCHER/HERALD

women in

transition
KRISTINA BURTON

DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

I

n your classes here at WKU, you're more than likely see
lots of traditional female students.
However, there are far more non-traditional female students at WKU than you might realize.
Women in Transition is an organization for these students,
and its goal is to assist its members in achieving their goal
of obtaining a college degree while meeting the demands
of work, family and school. The group also provides a room
where members can go to relax, study and enjoy the company of others similar to them.
Jennifer Howard is one of three advisors of the group.
“WIT was formed in 1989 by WKU professor Katherine

Ward,” Howard said. “She wanted a comfy space for nontraditional female students, so she found a room in Garrett.
However, when WKU moved as a community college, it was
discovered that most non-traditional female students were
on South Campus, and would benefit from having a room
there.”
In 2010, all three WIT advisors were coming in new. One of
their first orders of business would be to renovate the WIT
room at South Campus.
“We came in this room and the fridge was disgusting with
mold, computers were outdated, and the room as a whole was
unsanitary,” Howard said. “We found out about a WKU
SEE TRANSITION PAGE 3
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‘Jack the Giant Slayer’: visually
stunning, but mediocre plot

BEN CONNIFF
Columnist

In the latest of Hollywood’s
mediocre folk tale re-imaginings, Bryan Singer’s “Jack the
Giant Slayer” attempts to take
“Jack and the Beanstalk” to
(pardon the pun) new heights.
The addition of some character development, a forbidden love interest, colorful
supporting characters and
the re-igniting of an ancient
war between giants and men
provide the grounds for which
Singer (“The Usual Suspects”,
“X-Men”) asks us to “forget
everything we know about the

fairy tale.”
That’s all well and good, and
“Jack the Giant Slayer” is probably the best of the edgy folk
tales Hollywood keeps shoveling into theaters, but that isn’t
really saying much. Enthusiastic acting performances
and some edge-of-your-seat
action manage to perch “Jack”
above the likes of his recent
cinematic contemporaries,
but that doesn't prove to be
enough to save the film from
inconsistencies in tone, as
well as special effects that are
literally larger-than-life.
As director, Singer wrings
fine performances from everyone in his cast. Nicholas Hoult
(“Warm Bodies”) is spot-on
as the titular hero who, most
impressively, makes us believe and even root for him
as a “giant slayer.” Eleanor
Tomlinson (“Angus, Thongs
and Perfect Snogging”) is fun
as the beautiful Princess Isa-

belle. She never comes off as
whiny or helpless in the face
of danger and even helps turn
our hero into the brave, upstanding young man that he
is. Without her, Jack would be
a weaker character. Ewan McGregor (“Moulin Rouge”) increasingly earned my trust as
the royal knight Elmont, just
as Jack increasingly earned
his. Throw in a dastardly turn
from Stanley Tucci as the evil
Lord Roderick, and you’ve got
quite a colorful cast. I was also
pleasantly surprised by the intensity of the action scenes.
Having said this, I find fault
with the way “Jack” carries itself in terms of tone. It seemed
at times like the film might be
taking a “Princess Bride” approach as a parody of its source
material. Other moments had
me thinking along the lines of
a “Lord of the Rings”-type adventure. Rather than leaning
SEE REEL PAGE 3

Student presented Jesus musical,
religious research at conference
ANNA ROEDERER
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Saturday’s Student Research
Conference was more than
a series of presentations, but
rather a showcase of students’
passions and hard work.
One of those students is
WKU Elizabethtown junior
Brenna Sherrill, who presented her research on the musical “Jesus Christ Superstar”
and religion in America in the
1970s.
Not only did Andrew Lloyd
Webber and Tim Rice’s musical, “Jesus Christ Superstar,”
impact pop culture in the
1970s, but it also had special
significance for Sherrill’s family.
“When my grandfather decided to play a record of the
musical in the church he was
a pastor of in New Jersey, it
caused a huge controversy at
the time and was even given some attention to by the
press,” Sherrill said.
The decision to choose this

topic was easy for Sherrill due
to the musical’s connection to
her family.
Sherrill’s mother, Katrina
Eicher, professor of communication and theatre at Elizabethtown Community and
Technical College, expressed
how influential the play is
with their family.
“Dad fell in love with ‘Jesus Christ Superstar,’” Eicher
said. “It was the first rock and
roll music in the house.”
It was not only Sherrill’s
grandfather that fell in love
with the play.
“Brenna and I listen to ‘Jesus
Christ Superstar’ every year
on Good Friday,” Eicher said.
Although Sherrill is familiar
with “Jesus Christ Superstar”,
her research also includes
modern American religion
and the counterculture of the
1960s and 1970s.
Sherrill’s advisor, associate
professor Tony Harkins, was
impressed with her topic.
“I think it was a little more
SEE CONFERENCE PAGE 2
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original,” Harkins said. “I like the way it considered religion
and the way it related to pop culture.”
Sherrill’s goal with her research was to find the connection between the three different elements of the musical, the
church and the counterculture. Part of Sherrill’s required research included finding primary sources.
“The best way to understand something is to do primary research,” Harkins said.
For Sherrill, primary research included looking at music and
reviews of “Jesus Christ Superstar” which debuted in 1971.
The task of completing primary research was not always easy.
“What I was looking for wasn’t always there,” Sherrill said.
From this experience of researching and putting together
her presentation, Sherrill hopes to gain practice for presenting her Honors thesis over the literary merit of the Harry Potter series and its Christian symbolism.
Sherrill’s family has been involved with her efforts for presenting at the Student Research Conference.
Her uncle sent her a book written in 1972 about the musical,
although after the paper was completed.
Sherrill and her mother worked together on creating a PowerPoint and practicing Sherrill’s presentation.
“You can’t just read the paper,” Eicher said.
From Sherrill’s grandfather and his controversial use of “Jesus Christ Superstar” in church to Sherrill’s interest in the play
which led her to the Student Research Conference, this musical has come full circle.

Elizabethtown junior Brenna Sherrill presents her paper, “What's the Buzz: 'Jesus Christ Superstar' and
Religion in America in the 1970s“ at the Student Research Conference on Saturday in Ransdell Hall.
Sherrill completed her research for Tony Harkins' History of American Pop Culture class. KATIE MEEK/

HERALD

Research conference allows WKU students to showcase varied research
CHRISTIAN MARNON
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

A record number of students took time to share their
research with fellow students and faculty at the end
of REACH Week with the 43rd
Annual Student Research Conference.
The SRC on Saturday was the
final culmination of REACH
Week, which is dedicated to
students who have engaged in
research, creative endeavors
and other scholarly activities
at WKU.
This year’s event featured 320
presentations from more than
300 students and 151 faculty
members, spanning 42 departments at WKU.

Of the participants, 72 were
involved in the Honors College
and 44 were from the Gatton
Academy of Mathematics and
Science.
Gordon Baylis, vice president
of research, spoke at the event
and said he was proud of the
student research.
“I’m overwhelmed by seeing all the things our students
have done,” he said. “It’s humbling to me.”
Andrew Reeder, a graduate
student who presented geological research, said the conference is a great opportunity
for young students.
“REACH Week allows students to present their ideas to
an open forum,” he said. “It’s
good practice for younger students who don’t have experi-

Adams-Whitaker Student Publications Center
1660 Normal Drive

ence presenting their ideas
with practicum.”
Reeder said this is valuable
experience in the academic
world.
“Professionals do it all the
time,” he said. “If you don’t
have those experiences as an
undergrad, you’re at a disadvantage.”
Joseph Islas, a geology instructor at WKU who served as
a mentor for Reeder’s research,
said he has been involved in
the REACH week SRC since
2010.
“It’s grown up big,” he said.
“We now have specialized programs that allow students to
conduct research quicker.”
Presentation topics from
graduate and undergraduate
students were diverse, rang-

ing from autism research,
positional segregation in professional athletics, refugee accommodation to observing
spectra through lasers of varying color.
Gordon Emslie, provost and
vice president of Academic Affairs, reflected this sentiment.
“Research is what you do,
and scholarship is how you
think about it afterward,” he
said.
Before being admitted to the
SRC, students were required to
submit an abstract describing
their research in no more than
850 characters.
Faculty members assisted
students in writing abstracts,
with all projects requiring
oversight from an instructor in
each department.

Look for the winners in the “Best of the Hill”
College Heights Herald Special Section
on April 16th!

The event neared its conclusion with a speech delivered
by Paul Simmons, an ordained
Baptist minister and accomplished scholar in theology.
Simmons argued that it is
possible to believe in God and
Darwinian evolution simultaneously.
“You’re a lively, growing campus exposing students to every
area of opportunity,” Simmons
said.
Harrodsburg junior Austin
Huff came to the conference to
see several friends present.
“The REACH conference
helps you to know what’s going on around campus,” he
said. “It’s cool to see what your
professors and classmates are
involved in.”
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The rules of wine
ALLISON GOODAN

dishes you try with a particular wine,
the more you will learn about what you
prefer. You may surprise yourself.
Hopefully by now we have all learned
One day I was using up vegetables in
one particularly important lesson of my fridge, and decided to make an herlife:
bed carrot soup.
p It was an odd new dish
Everything you think
k you know
for me, so I did
didn’t think that anything
may not always be true.. Everything
other than wa
water would pair well. I
you are told is not always
lways right.
took a bold guess
gu
though, and to my
Sometimes you have to figure things
delight, a sem
semi-sweet Riesling, Kung
out for yourself.
Fu Girl Riesling,
Rieslin was a match that
It is a fact of life, folks.. So let me
I will never forget. The wine had
get you in on another secret.
ecret.
hints of cr
crisp apple, light peach
Seafood, poultry and creamand pear, w
which married perfectbased sauces should only be
ly with the fresh herbs and sweet,
paired with white wines,
es, while
earthy carr
carrot.
tomato-based sauces and red
And in case
c
you were wondermeats should only be
e paired
ing, the en
entire “white food should
with red wines. It is that simple.
only be pa
paired with white wine”
Not! You have been
n misinwas stomp
stomped out by Pinot Noir. A
formed. I told you thiss would
Pinot goes beautifully with salmhappen.
on and roa
roasted chicken. As for red
Palate is not that simple.
mple. Evwines pair
paired with red food — an
eryone’s tastes are difo
oaky Chardonnay pairs
ferent. Every person
w
well with a juicy steak.
on the planet doesn’t DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD
But what about the
share in common
match for a bacon bartheir favorite dish being goulash, do becue pizza? Beer only, right — no way
they? We all pick up on different tastes a wine could go with that? Try a Chamin food just as we do the smells and pagne.
tastes of wine.
The rule is that there are no rules —
Now of course the traditional ideas you get to figure it out on your own.
about drinking wine with food can The point is to experiment, have fun
serve as a good guideline, but don’t fol- and learn what you like. This is college,
low these ideas as a rulebook. The more after all.
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

TRANSITION

CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

Sisterhood grant that was worth
$36,850. We applied, made it to the top
five, gave a presentation and ended up
winning. This room is now dedicated to
that Sisterhood.”
Howard said that the money from the
grant is enough to sustain WIT for 1015 years. She said they used part of the
money to renovate the room, and the
rest goes to provide scholarships and
fund different activities through the
years.
Kimberly Moberly, a 35-year-old Russellville sophomore and WIT member,
said that the WIT room has had a huge
impact on her.
“There’s nothing like being able to go
to that room,” Moberly said. “There are
computers and a fridge readily available, and I can sit quietly and study. I
know that I always have somewhere to
go.”
For membership in WIT, female students must be over 25 years of age,
married, have children, be returning to
school after a break from college, or not
fit in the category of a traditional student for other reasons.
Stephanie Stillwell, a 36-year-old
Bowling Green sophomore, learned
about WIT from seeing signs and flyers
at South Campus.
“What really caught my eye were the
scholarships they offered,” Stillwell
said. “Being a wife, mom, and going to

school, anything to help is great.”
Stillwell, who was actually a recipient of the 2012 WIT annual scholarship
and recently chosen as president of the
group, said she loves the meaning of
WIT and what it stands for.
“A lot of us are in the same predicament,” Stillwell said. “We understand
how hard it is, and our advisors are
great ladies who are always there for us
letting us know we can do it.”
Moberly also appreciates the community that WIT provides.
“It’s fantastic,” Moberly said. “Being
35 years old in a room of 18- to 19-yearolds, you don’t feel like you fit in. But
with WIT, you’re around those similar
in age or situations, who don’t live on
campus. It’s nice to have someone to
relate to.”
Stillwell hopes to expand the group
and make a difference while president.
“I’d like to see it transferred to main
campus and still have a convenient,
quiet room for women,” Stillwell said. “I
want to take up donations for women
and show this community that we’re
strong-willed and can make a difference. Not just WIT, but all women can
make a difference.”
Stillwell said she wants to find ways
of letting more women know about the
group.
“This group is here for us, and we
should take advantage of it,” Stillwell
said. “If we want growth of the group,
we need more help to reach out. I’m
filling some big shoes with this role, but
I want to fill them and provide growth
for the group.”
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one way or the other,
Singer tries to split the
gap and doesn't quite
make it. I wasn’t sure
whether to laugh or cling
to my armrests the entire
time, so the end product
left an awkward taste in

A unit of DELO

B3

caturistic monstrosities.
On the whole, Bryan
Singer’s “Jack the Giant
Slayer” climbs to new
heights with lively acting
performances and surprising, action-packed
intensity, but ultimately
fee-fi-fo-fumbles with
tonal
inconsistencies
and cheesy special effects. The payoff just feels
middle-of-the-stalk.
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my mouth.
In addition to the miscues in tone, I can’t talk
about “Jack the Giant
Slayer” without mentioning its larger-thanlife special effects. With
today's advances in
3-D effects technology,
I would’ve rather seen
more vivid, humanlooking giants than these
crispy, pizza-faced cari-
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Couple studies, researches, marries abroad
TREY CRUMBIE
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

It is not uncommon for professors to lead study and research trips abroad. However,
very few professors decide to
get married abroad.
John Dizgun, assistant director of the Kentucky Institute
for International Studies, and
Holli Drummond, an associate
professor of sociology, held a
wedding ceremony in Mexico
back in 2008.
Dizgun said that he and
Drummond first met at a WKU
faculty party in the fall of 2004.
“I walked into the party and
there was this new face I had
never seen before,” Dizgun
said. “I chased after her, and
we started hanging out from
that point forward.”
Dizgun said after he dated
Drummond for three years, he
proposed to her in an empty
Argentine restaurant in San
Cristobal, Mexico while on a
Study Abroad trip in January
2008.
“There was nobody else
there at the time, so we had the
whole restaurant to ourselves,”
Dizgun said. “And I proposed
to her that evening.”
Drummond said they were
officially married in January
after the couple returned to
the states following their Study
Abroad trip.
“We went to the courthouse,
and we got officially married in
about a two and a half minute
courthouse ceremony,” Drummond said.
Drummond said she and
Dizgun invited 30 of their
friends and family to Mérida,
Mexico in June 2008 for the
wedding ceremony.
“It was a very organized experience for the group of 30
people,” Drummond said.
Amy Krull, associate professor of sociology, who was a
guest at the wedding, said she
enjoyed the ceremony.
“It was a blast,” Krull said.

Holli Drummond, associate professor of sociology, and John Dizgun, assistant director of the Kentucky Institute for International Studies,
walk down to the courtyard of a hotel in Merida, Mexico, to their wedding on June 15, 2008. Dizgun holds his niece, Megan Dizgun, 3.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY MARCI MOREHEAD

Drummond said that she
and Dizgun didn’t have any
interest in the ceremony being
religious due to their different
cultural histories.
“I grew up in Alabama, and
he grew up in Montreal, Canada,” Drummond said. “I was
raised Southern Baptist, and
he is Jewish.”
After they were married,
Drummond said she converted to Judaism.
During the ceremony, religion was not excluded entirely.
Drummond said that religion
was emphasized to the extent

that their guests wanted to
bring it up.
“We certainly wanted religion to be represented in reflection of the people we had
invited,” Drummond said.
“And the way religion was important to them.”
Drummond said that on the
day following the wedding ceremony, she and Dizgun took
approximately half of their
wedding guests on a three-day
trip to Cancun. Following that,
the couple took their parents
on a six-day tour of southern
Mexico.

“We went to an additional
Mayan ruin, we went to a
beautiful lake, and then we
ended up in Tulum,” Drummond said.
Drummond said she and
her husband spent a week by
themselves in Belize for their
honeymoon following the sixday tour.
“We did snorkeling and
checked out the Barrier Reef,”
Drummond said. “And then
we headed inland to San Ignacio and looked at another
Mayan ruin. We ended up in a
beautiful pine ridge forest.”

Drummond said that their
relationship has significantly
impacted their professional
roles.
“We collaborate in research,
we collaborate in doing Study
Abroad,” Drummond said.
“We actually co-taught one
class.”
Marci Morehead, Purchasing
Pro Card Program coordinator,
a friend of the couple, said the
marriage looks positive from
outside perspective.
“They look very happy,”
Morehead said. “I think they
have a great partnership.”
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THE REMOTE

‘The Office’ series finale can’t come
soon enough after nine years

RYAN PAIT
Columnist
It’s hard to watch one of your favorite
shows fall prey to the law of diminishing returns.
Unfortunately, that’s exactly what’s
been happening to NBC’s “The Office”
over the past few years.
Like a lot of shows, “The Office” had
a rocky first season. Its pilot episode
was basically an exact replication of the
British version of the show’s pilot, minus the British-ness.
There were laughs, but the show still
felt stuffy and unsure of its tone.

The show really found its footing during its second season. Michael Scott
(the incomparable Steve Carell) became more of a character and less of
a caricature, Jim (John Krasinski) and
Pam (Jenna Fischer) grew together
sweetly and the supporting characters
began to be fleshed out with funny
quirks.
This stride continued into the third
and fourth seasons. These two seasons
also included some changes in dynamics that showed that the show still had
potential to grow and change organically and become even funnier. They
also offered some of the show’s best
episodes.
The fifth season included some riskier
changes in the show’s basic structure.
At one point, Michael, Pam and Ryan
left the offices of Dunder-Mifflin Paper
Company to form their own company,
called (what else?) the Michael Scott
Paper Company.
It was a big risk to take story-wise, but
one that ultimately paid off. The Michael Scott Paper Company arc is one

of the show’s strongest and funniest,
and it resolved itself in a way that felt
correct within the world of the show.
Season six is when the show began
running into problems. Jim and Pam
(4-year-old spoiler alert) got married
and had a baby, and started to become
condescending and annoying. Things
began to feel stale, and the season ended with a dull thud.
Season seven saw a further decline,
with more of the episodes being bad
rather than good.
The show was struck another blow
when Steve Carell announced that
he was leaving the show. “Goodbye,
Michael” is one of the series’ best episodes, but mostly because it highlights
the best of the show’s former glory.
Many fans of the show (myself included) felt that the show should end
with Michael leaving. While the show’s
ensemble was strong, Michael Scott
(and Steve Carell) was the glue that
held it all together so wonderfully.
That brings us to season eight, which
was even worse than the previous sea-

son. Other stars were brought in to try
and fill the void left by Carell, with none
being even remotely close to successful. This has continued into the current,
and thankfully, final, season.
Despite the obvious efforts of the
people behind the show, “The Office”
has been in creative free fall for two
seasons running.
The quirky supporting characters
have been reduced to broad and crude
stereotypes. New (and frankly, mediocre) cast members have been introduced, mostly to repeat the past story
lines of other characters. Old jokes and
ideas have been run ragged.
And the new material isn’t so great either.
While I will watch the series finale, I’ve
stopped watching the show live. I’ve decided to catch up later, because nothing
is keeping me around anymore.
No matter how it ends, I’ve decided
that I’ll remember “The Office” on my
own terms — back when it was still
good.
I think that’s probably the best way.

Talent all
around
Group Anonymous performs their
dance routine at the Apollo Talent
Show in the DUC Auditorium on
Friday. The Black Student Alliance
put on the event to support the
Salvation Army. KREABLE YOUNG/
HERALD

Student wants to improve military after serving in the Army
JACOB PARKER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

After serving in the Army, senior Andy Roebuck now wants
to use his degree to improve
military training and help veterans.
Roebuck got involved in the
Army when on break from his
job at the carwash in Houston,
Texas, he was walking down
the road to get lunch. A man
started yelling at him from a
car, and swerved into the parking lot next to him.
The man jumped from his
car, in full Class A, green military attire and asked, “Has
anyone ever talked to you
about the military?”
“I always grew up a spur of
the moment type of person,
and I wasn’t doing anything, so

I said sure, why not?” Roebuck
said.
A couple of months later,
after passing his entry-level
exam, Roebuck left for Korea
for basic training, and after a
short leave at home, was on
his way to Kuwait in the initial
invasion in 2003.
Initially, Roebuck was a part
of road guard security, working
with Iraqi National at banks to
protect money being delivered.
However, Roebuck said the
most difficult thing that he’s
experienced came while he
was at a traffic control point,
and Roebuck was required to
search vehicles on their way
in. One individual opened everything in his car, except his
trunk.
Knowing little of the Arabic
language, Roebuck and the

others didn’t realize the man
was trying to say that his family was in the trunk.
“They’d been blown up, and
he was taking them to another
town to be buried. The smell of
dead flesh, that’s one of those
things you won’t forget,” he
said.
Roebuck said that being
home and around family, it
makes those memories easier
over time.
“I’ve learned to compartmentalize, so if you do that
with a lot of your feelings, you
can keep that from spreading
over into the things you have
to do,” he said.
However, reintegrating hasn’t
been easy.
“Being at home, your family
is looking at you for guidance,”
he said. “Over there, you’re
fighting to save your buddy

next to you, you get your guidance from higher up, and you
only have to look out for that
one guy. It’s hard to have a
flood of responsibility hit you
all at once.”
Roebuck said it’s a different
mindset when you’re overseas
compared to being home.
“There, you know what
you’re doing." He said, "Day
in, day out, you know your job
and what needs to be done or
you could die. Here, you have
all this stuff and you can’t die
from it. You’re not going to die
from it, but you’re fighting to
keep everything in order.”
Roebuck came back to the
United States in 2006, and
went to work for the National Guard for Kentucky. After
learning that his schooling
could be paid for, Roebuck began attending WKU as a mili-

tary leadership and sociology
major, and is enrolled in ROTC.
He said he hopes he can use
sociology of military science to
improve military training.
Roebuck said that part of his
research looks at who the military can train that will stay for
the long term.
“It’s about how to help leaders better understand the sole
purpose of the military,” he
said. “As you see with economic times nowadays, people are
only joining the military as a
steady job. They’re only serving three or four years because
they’re not in it for the discipline, they’re in it to get a start
in life.”
Roebuck is now researching
how to better help veterans get
the benefits that they deserve.
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Katie (left) and Alicia (right) DiTommaso are fraternal twins that have been together their entire lives. “I love having a twin,” Katie said. “Some twins don‛t like it, because
they don't feel like individuals. But why would I want to change the world to not have an automatic best friend?” Alicia then said, ”It's a special gift.”

You're my best friend
PHOTOS BY KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD
K

atie and Alicia DiTommaso are fun-loving fraternal
twins that have never been
apart for more than two weeks.
“We’ve never been apart,” Katie said with a laugh. “The longest we’ve ever been apart is
two weeks for Alicia’s winter
term last January. We’ve also always shared a room since we’ve
been born, and just recently
split rooms within the past two
years.”
The twins now reside in an
apartment off campus with two
other roommates.
They have endured many adventures together, including
being on the WKU tennis team
together.
“We’re like husband and wife,
but then we’re really not,” Alicia
said. “It’s more like bread and
butter.”
This spring, Alicia will go to
Spain for a month to study
abroad for her education degree, leaving Katie behind in
Kentucky to search for Physical
Therapy schools to attend in the
fall.
“Who says we really have
to separate?” Katie asked. “If
we end up staying in Bowling
Green, then we can ride it out
for another couple of years.”

Katie and Alicia eat dinner with their roommate Kristen Dixon. The girls have never been separated for a long period
of time. “We’ve never been apart," Katie said. “The longest we’ve ever been apart was two weeks for Alicia’s winter term
last year. We’ve also always shared a room since we were born. We’ve only recently split rooms for the past two years.”

The twins leave inspirational and fun notes on the door
of their apartment. ”We‛ve been through good and bad
times together,“ Katie said. “Something tragic happened
with our family, and having a twin and family member
there really helped a lot because they completely
understand.”

The twins have played tennis together since their freshman year of high school and then for WKU during
college. Now that their collegiate tennis careers are over, they often practice on their own for fun. “We’ve
always played with only each other,” Alicia said. “We’re at about the same skill level and sometimes other
people can be snooty, so we just like to keep it Katie and Alicia.”

